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EEW Energy from Waste GmbH (EEW) is one of the leading  
companies in Europe in the field of thermal recovery of 
household and commercial waste as well as sewage sludge. 
Already today, EEW is making an important contribution 
towards protecting the climate and resources and is a 
cornerstone for the circular economy. In the seventeen  
modern facilities currently operated within our corpo rate 
group we are able to process around five million tonnes  
of waste per year. In the process, our 1,250 employees  
reduce the volume significantly, sanitize the waste, and 
recycle scrap metals and agglomerates. Moreover, we make 
efficient use of the energy contained in the waste and  
generate process steam for industrial plants, district heat-
ing for residential areas, and environmentally sustainable 
power for approximat ely 720,000 households.
In line with our vision for the future, we set ourselves the 
goal of becoming climate neutral by 2030 and climate  
positive by 2040. A key measure will be carbon capture at  
our facilities. The captured CO2 will be partly stored under-
ground (Carbon Cap ture and Storage, CCS) and utilized  
as a valuable feedstock for chemical products in a carbon 
neutral economy of the future (Carbon Capture and  
Utilization, CCU).

www.eew-energyfromwaste.com
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When we invited the photographer Jessica Backhaus to make the  
second commissioned work for EEW as part of our art program,  
she had just finished her internationally exhibited series “Cut Outs.” 
While her photographic work had previously often varied between 
documentation and abstraction, here she devoted herself solely to 
staging the abstract. We were extremely curious to see how the  
photographer would engage with our company. What places would 
attract her visually and atmospherically? What views, colors, and 
image details would she find to translate our everyday work and our 
company into the artistic realm?

After the first photo series by Friederike von Rauch, which explored  
the Buschhaus plant near Helmstedt, Backhaus decided to work  
photographically in the plants in Stapelfeld near Hamburg and in  
Premnitz near Brandenburg an der Havel. The result is brightly color-
ed photographs that testify to how, with great precision and sensi- 
tivity, Backhaus perceived our plant sites and their surroundings and  
how she approached them with immediacy. Like a dance between 
near and far, Backhaus sometimes focused on details, only to sub-
sequently observe them from a distance. Through her richly colored 
photographs, objects such as a spoon in bottom ash and the wall  
of a tank become witnesses to our daily working lives. Light and color 
are, as Matthias Harder writes so aptly in his contribution below, one 
of the artist’s most important means of sharing her view between 
reality and abstraction with us. In this way, the photographer not only 
helps us to document the present, but also opens up new ways of 
perceiving and thinking about our company.

Now eight works that we have acquired hang in our corporate 
headquarters where they enter into dialogue with the first commission 
executed by Friederike von Rauch. We hope they will stimulate con-
versations not only about this publication, but also between  
us EEW employees, that they will create encounters and promote 
dialogue. 

Enjoy the art!
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Colors and Shapes

Dr. Matthias Harder
Director of the Helmut Newton Foundation











Artistic freedom is an essential aspect of  
EEW Art. Because sustainability needs  
the conviction to want to change something.
Bernard Kemper

The colors, the light, the details, or even the 
moment. I’m often drawn to situations that other 
people simply pass by.  
Jessica Backhaus
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Jessica Backhaus (*1970, Cuxhaven) studied 
photography and visual communication in  
Paris and worked in New York between 1995  
and 2009. Since 2009, the artist has lived in 
Berlin. Her work has been shown internationally 
in numerous solo and group exhibitions. The  
Kunsthalle in Erfurt devoted a large solo  
exhibition to Backhaus in 2013. Her works are  
included in numerous public and private  
collections. 
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